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Harvesting in Trochu c 1917-Early Jewish Homesteaders (Bertha Dattner, Esther Miller and Esther Silver) Source: Goldie Osten 

Welcome to the Land of Promise 
At last, after a great deal of planning 
and preparation we are proud to pre
sent our Photographic Exhibit, Land of 
Promise, the Jewish Experience in 
Southern Alberta. The photographs 
collected from interested families and 
archives span the period from 1888 to 
1945. For the Jewish Community this 
fifty-seven year period marked the 
important era of pioneer immigration. 
This is the time our grandparents or 
parents made the adventurous leap 
from the old world to the new. Look 
carefully through the photos collected 
from this remarkable period. It was 
during this era that the Jewish com
munity struggled to build and main
tain their identity and traditions in this 
completely new world. We hope you 
will catch the spirit of their great 

adventure in this, our first Exhibit. 
The Exhibit opening will be held 

November 17 at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Calgary Jewish Centre. This premiere 
showing will be held for members of 
the Historical Society and guests. The 
greater community is invited to view 
the Exhibit from November 18 to 
November 2 5. Hours 11 :00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., evenings 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. The Exhibit will be open only 
during normal Jewish Centre hours. 

Featured in this issue 
• A cross-section of photographs 

from the Exlubit 
• Putting it all together 

Be sure to see 
our Exhibit. .• 

LAND OF PROMISE 
The Jewish Experience 

in Southern Alberta 
at the 

Calgary Jewish Centre 
November 18th - 25th 

This Exhibit Celebrates 
Canada's 125th Anniversary 

and 
Over One Hundred Years of 

Jewish Settlement in 
Southern Alberta 
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A Skating on the river - Anna Block 
(Klickstein), Calgary (c 1918) 
Source: Dr. Martha Cohen 

..... Hanson brothers, (I to r) Hymie, 
Albert and Morris, working on the 
dairy farm near Calgary's McCall 
Field (1933) 
Source: Dr. Morris Hanson 

'T Ladies sleeping party at 
Pearlmutter's, Calgary (1924)-
front row: (I to r) Minnie Kertsberg, 
Susan Lachter, Pat Bercuson Hector, 1 
Katzin, Julia Steinfeld, 1 Katzin 
back row: Rose Hart Gordon, Sadie 
Simon Pearlmutter, Bella 
Shumiatcher, Dorothy Diamond 
Goldin, 1, Sarah Jaffe, Sarah Aaron. 
Source: Pat Hector 

Major funding for the Exhibit 
provided by: 

• The Department of 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship, 
Canada 

Additional funding provided by: 

• Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation 

• Alvin & Mona Libin Foundation, 
Calgary 

• B'nai B'rith, Calgary 

• Harry 8. Cohen Foundation, 
Calgary 

• Jewish War Veterans Assoc. 

Corporate Sponsors 

Almost all the photographs in this · 
Exhibit were reproduced by: 

• Classic Reproductions & 
Printing,Ltd., Calgary 

The photographs were mounted by: 

• Berns Visual Presentations Ltd., 
Calgary 

A special thank you to both compa
nies. They spent many hours helping 
us prepare the Exhibit. 

continued on page 3 
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.... Max Bercovich in his Pontiac, 
Main Street, Morrin, Alberta (c 1931) 
Source: Max Bercovich 

We acknowledge and appreciate the 
cooperation of the following in assist
ing us with the Exhibit. 

• The Calgary Jewish Community 
Council 

• The Calgary Jewish Centre 

• Glenbow Archives 

• Beth Tzedec Synagogue 

• The Southern Alberta Pioneer 
Association 

Exhibit Coordinators: 
Jay Joffe and Dinah Spindel 

Exhibit Consultants: 
Display- Bernie Stuijfzand, Gordon 
Gibbs, Editor for written material
Sandra Kalef; Family Histories
Therese Nagler, Avrona Gutman; 
Newspaper Researchers-Harry 
Sanders, Azriel Presma; Opening 
Ceremonies-Sheila Gurevitch, 
Barbara Joffe. 

Volunteers: 
Ethel Allman, Emanuel Cohen, 
George Coulson, Trudy Cowan, Zena 
Drabinsky, Dave Dworkin, Delsie 
Dworkin, Harold Finkleman, Arla 
Friedman, Donna Riback Grunberg, 
Dr. Morris Hanson, Zelda Hanson, 
Ida Horwitz, Barbara Joffe, Yale Joffe, 
Abram Kislik, Dr. Leo Lewis, Millie 
Millar, Edythe Pearlman, Reata 
Polsky, Marie Samuels, Archie 
Shapiro, Chama Shapiro, Sandi 
Smith, Jack Switzer, Riva Wolf . 

.... Hoffman's Fish Market and 
Grocery. Mr. Harry Hoffman and two 
daughters in front of the store at 508 -
4 Street S.E. (c 1915) 
Source: Lil Zuidema 

DISCOVERY 

Edited by: Jay Joffe 

We welcome submissions for publication relat
ing to areas of Calgary and Southern Alberta 
Jewish History. All articles should be typed, 
documented and sent for consideration. 

Statements of fact or opinion appearing in 
Discovery are made on the responsibility of the 
authors alone, and do not imply the endorse
ment of the editors or the J.H.S.S.A. 

Please address all communications on editorial 
and circulation matters to: 

Discovery 
c/o The Jewish Historical Society of Southern 
Alberta 
1607 - 90th Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2V 4V7 

Copyright 1992 by the Jewish Historical Society of 
Southern Alberta (a nonprofit, registered society). 
Donations gratefully accepted. 

Join now so you can attend the Premiere Opening of 
Land of Promise - November 17, 7:30 P.M .. at the Calgary Jewish Centre.* 
Your Jewish Historical Society is a nonprofit community organization dedicated to 
the preservation of the history of the Jews in Calgary and Southern Alberta. 

Your membership and donations help us in collecting and researching the history of 
the Jewish people, individuals and organizations, with particular emphasis on the col

lection of oral history from our elders. 

Your membership and donations allow us as well to undertake and encourage public 
information programs, including publications such as Discovery, displays, lectures, 
and special events. 

(See reverse for membership form.) 

*Premiere Opening- For Members of the Society 
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Kay Sallenbach of Classic 
Reproductions copying original photo
graph. 

Bernie Stuijfzand of Berns Visual 
Presentations mounting the copied 
photographs on foam core. 

Putting it all together ... 
by Jay Joffe 

With the help of many volunteers 
we were able to collect numerous 
photographs for this Exhibit that have 
never before been displayed in public. 
To all those who lent us their precious 
family photos we say thank you. Some 
truly remarkable pictures and docu
ments have been uncovered. To make 
these discoveries even more exciting 
most of these photographs have been 
enhanced by the Laser Colour Copier 
at Classic Reproductions. A good 
example is the cover picture in this 
issue "Harvesting in Trochu". This 

wonderful picture was enlarged from 
a small black and white snapshot 3 
1 /4" x 5" to the exciting display size 
picture in the exhibit which is 11" x 
16". The old fashioned light brown 
colouring is added at the same time. 
Copies of al I our photos were repro
duced this way and were then mount
ed by Berns Visual Displays on foam 
core suitable for showing in our 
Exhibit. There are over 300 pho
tographs and documents in the Exhibit 
so make sure you allow enough time 
to take a good look. As well, you will 

Abram Kislik, one of the many volun
teers, cutting the mounted pho
tographs. 

find brief captions identifying the sub
ject, date and source of each picture. 
In many cases short histories have 
been included to give you a better 
understanding of the history of the 
section. We appreciate that in the 
short one year period since we were 
funded that we may have missed 
material that should be included, so if 
you have something you would like to 
see added to the collection please let 
us know. We hope to have an encore 
Exhibit at a later date. 

r-----------------------------------------------------------------------~----------------, 
D Yes, I would like to become a member 

O renewal O Individual $12 
O new member O Family $18 

Please make cheques payable to: 
Jewish Historical Society of 

O Institution/Corporations $25 

D Yes, I would like to make a donation Southern Alberta, 1607 - 90th 
(Tax deductible receipt will be issued) Avenue S.W., Calgary AB T2V 4V7 

I have enclosed $30 for a copy of Root..-a comprehensive Do not send cash through the mail 
summary of the historical resources on record pertaining to 

D 

the Jews of Southern Alberta. 

Name 

Address 

City Postal Code 

Telephone: home business .J 

L------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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.... Rabinovitz Family Portrait, (left to 
right) Rose, Abraham, Velvel, Toba 
Bella and George-Calgary (c 1930) 
Source: Joyce & Jackie Robbins 

Jewish Historical Society 
of Southern Alberta 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (1992-93) 

President 
Vice Presidents 

Secretary 
Treasurer 

Directors 

Honourary 
Director 

Jay Joffe 
Dinah Spindel 
Mel Nagler 
Mel Polsky 

Zena Drabinsky 
Henry Gutman 

Emanuel Cohen 
Bertha Gold 
Sid Macklin 
Edythe Pearlman 
Azriel Presma 
Faith Riback 
Harry Sanders 
Drew Staffenberg 

Dave Spindel 

~ Peretz School-First group of 
Peretz School students on the Court 
House steps (Spring 1927) 
Names on display at the Exhibit 
Source: Glenbow Archives 

I 

5 



6 THE JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA 

~ Hebrew School Kin~ergarten Class 
on the steps of the Community 
Building - Names on display at the 
Exhibit (1943) Source: Joe Spier 

"f' Wedding - Mail order Bride
Jennie Braumberg nee Stern-married 
Adolph Braumberg. He answered an 
ad in a Jewish paper to meet his future 
wife. (c 1916) 
Source: Lil Zuidema 

"f' Early Community Leaders with 
guest Dr. Moseson, Calgary (c 1913) 
back row: (Ito r) Charles Malkin, Mr. 
Grinka, 1, Mr. Goldstein, · Ben 
Ginsburg, Jacob Dubisky, Shaie Jaffe 
front row: ( I to r) Mr. Cooper, Moe 
Moscovitch, Dr. Moseson, Harry 
Epstein, 1 
Source: Ted Faibish & Mel Nagler 
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